I. THEME: Education for Environmental Stewardship: A Model Towards Reconciliation with Creation

II. Rationale

Service Learning Program (SLP) is a student learning-based program of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities in Asia Pacific (AJCU – AP).  This program gathers students and mentors from member schools and Jesuit network for a three week interactive workshop to engage the students and allow them to learn contemporary social and cultural issues which impact local and international communities. In effect, the consequence of their encounter and reflection will motivate and challenge the participants to respond positively as agents of change and hope to address these issues in their ongoing formation and later, in their professional work. It is a program inspired by Ignatian and Jesuit values such as magis, vision-mission driven service, collaborative synergy, and transformative as well as transcendental leadership orientation coupled with discerned action.  Moreover, it is an experience of international and multi-cultural camaraderie and fellowship, which seeks to foster a positive and fraternal team spirit that encourages solidarity and goodwill for common endeavors.


The interactive activities which include immersion, fora, workshops and cultural activities will allow the participants to learn the riches of culture, tradition and uniqueness of a local community as well as understand the struggles and challenges confronting the host locality. Likewise, part of the process, is to instill the value of service which will be expressed through a common legacy project that will manifest their response to the learning process. 


Furthermore, the program is also a response to the challenge expressed in the AJCU-AP constitution and echoed further by Fr. Joel Tabora (2009), Chairman of the group, in his address to the General Assembly.  Fr. Tabora emphasized that the association has the goal of promoting

“friendship in service and leadership, to share discernment in mission, to facilitate cooperation and service, to develop the appropriate “Jesuit” brand of higher education, to engage in strategic planning, projects and programs for the higher educational apostolate in southeast Asia and Oceania, and so in higher education to propagate the faith, promote justice, appreciate culture, and engage in inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue.”   We come together “for the ongoing exchange of experience, information and expertise” among ourselves.” 

A significant part of the sharing of experience, information and expertise, then, happens through this three weeks SLP program where the main thrust of AJCU –AP is realized.


This year, Ateneo de Davao University (AdDU) as the host institution will focus on the theme, Education for Environmental Stewardship: A Model Towards Reconciliation with Creation.  The theme on Environmental Stewardship is a response to one of the key frontier identified in the recent General Congregation of the Society of Jesus.  In Decree 3, which emphasizes on the frontier challenges to Jesuit mission today, Reconciliation with Creation is identified as one of the areas where the establishment of the right relationship is a necessity.  It has been owned by the recent General Congregation that 

“the drive to access and exploit sources of energy and other natural resources is very rapidly widening the damage to earth, air, water, and our whole environment, to the point that the future of our planet is threatened. Poisoned water, polluted air, massive deforestation, deposits of atomic and toxic wastes are causing death and untold suffering, particularly to the poor. Many poor communities have been displaced, and indigenous peoples have been the most affected” (GC 35, Decree 3, p.6).


Thus, moved by the destructive effect of this broken relationship with creation and with the mandate to respond by various Episcopal conferences and the pronouncement of the Holy Father on the issue, the congregation is eager and willing to facilitate the restoration of the right relationship with creation.  The directive then is to create a constituency for the restoration of the Integrity of creation so that “in our preaching, teaching, and retreat direction, we should invite all people to appreciate more deeply our covenant with creation as central to right relationships with God and one another, and to act accordingly in terms of political responsibility, employment, family life, and personal lifestyle (GC 35, Decree 3, p. 7). 

It is also timely, that AdDU will host the program in the locality of Davao City.  The city is a crossroad of hope and change. Located in Mindanao, it is both a witness and participant to Mindanao peace building and development initiatives and activities. Most importantly it is also a paradoxical place when appreciated further from an environmental lens.  The city is known for its abundance in natural resources as shown by the various festivals that is celebrated annually.  The city is also host to different indigenous tribes, which has become models for ecological conservation.  However, the city is also facing various environmental challenges, which includes the tension between the use water for consumption or for energy generation as well as various other threats to water supply like commercialized and highly fertilized agricultural practices.  


Despite this, there are various Non Governmental Organizations (NGO) and members of the civil society that has initiated programs and projects to look into and respond to the various environmental challenges.  Thus, the participants of the SLP will have an opportunity to interact and dialogue with these various stakeholders and prime movers in environmental advocacy.  The interaction and dialogue will hopefully allow the participants a greater grasp of the various issues as well as relate these issues to the broader global realities that they have encountered.    

III. Objectives of SLP

At the end of the program, the participants are:

1. Informed about the various cultural, economic, social and political factors and processes that form the unique story of Davao as a development in progress, highlighting both the riches of environmental, religious and cultural diversity as well as its development “story”.

2. Initiated through encounters and meetings with stakeholders and prime movers of   change in environmental advocacy and allow them to observe their work in their respective areas of concern.

3. Provided with an immersive interaction with civil society, NGO and cultural community that will deepen their appreciation and understanding of “agency for change” in the context of environmental stewardship.

4. Involved in reflective and discerning exercises and discussion through guided recollection or reflection session.

5. Engaged in collective volunteer work, project and /or action of solidarity in targeted communities.

6. Able to celebrate the spirit of fellowship through a specially designed cultural program.

7. Able to reflect on and process learning outcomes through a Post Program Session/Activity

IV. Program Outputs and Outcomes:

A. The outputs of the program are:

a. The participants learn the social, cultural, economic, political significance of Davao City as a development and cultural empowering center of Mindanao and most significantly as a model for deeper environmental reflection.

b. The participants meet, interact and appreciate the work of people and groups who/that are working on environmental stewardship.

c. The participants able to do volunteer work in target community partners

d. The participants celebrate their fellowship and familiarity of each other.

B. The outcome of the program is to form a collaborative, cooperating multicultural and Asia –focused fellowship of student-leaders who will be involved in ongoing change and development of their respective locales guided and inspired by the Ignatian values and Jesuit mission and motivated with a sense of responsibility and accountability.  This can be further facilitated through a specially designed Post Program Interactive Design that can be implemented when participants go back to their respective institutions.    




