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AJCU XAVIER UNIV. SERVICE LEARNING PROGRAM
August 2008

Date: Sun, 24 Aug 2008 15:486:35 +0800

From: aangeles@ateneo.edu

To: bnebres@ateneo.edu

Subject: for AJCU Xavier Univ. Service Leaming Program

1

Dear Fr. Ben :
Attached is the XU Service Leamning design and schedule of activities. | believe Jett has also
been asked by his people to report on this activity.

| provide below bullet points about the original idea behind the program, what | believe are its
strengths, and how it can be improved. .

1 Program'was conceived during the Intl Officers Dec 2007 meeting in ADMU to bring
together students from the AJCU-EAQ universities to experience together, develppment
and poverty issues through lectures and through direct work with the poor. We had
hoped that each university would send about 5 students each.

2 In the 11-day (Aug 6 to 27) Xavier program, there were 4 students from Elisabeth Music
School, 4 from Sogang University, one student from St. Mikhael's Technical Academy,
Indonesia, 2 from ADMU, 2 from ADDU and about 12 from XU , ADZU students could not
go for security reasons, | will confirm if ADNU sent students.

Sogang and Elisabeth Music School sent faculty chaperones.
Sophia University and Fujen University were unable to send students as originally
planned during the International Directors' meeting in December 2007)

Organizers from XU:
Ms. Dulce Dawang
Ms. Elisabeth Enerio
Ermin Pimentel

2. It was a great experience for students to live together (2 for each host family, to build
houses together, to ride jeepneys, attend lectures, visit IP communities, go to the beach,
ete.

| found it particularly heartwarming to see during my brief visit, the non-tactile East
Asian students respond to the warmth of young Filipino students by also putting their
arms around our students, the Korean and Japanese kids sing Japanese songs on the
way home from a housebuild where they all labored under the sun shovelling and
passing buckets of cement for the flooring of houses allocated for disabled poor people.

| believe the strength of this program is in bringing together a multi-cuitural group to
experience the Jesuit ideal of service to the poor. The students also leamed a lot just
being fiving, studying, serving together. Even for our ADMU students, this was a first for
them. The two girls have not been to Mindanao.

This could be one of the important projects of the Jesuit universities.
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a. the program should have a theme around which the actitvities will be organized. The
framework and program of activties should be sent out March at the iatest so
international Program officers have time to advertise and recruit students who will go.

b. Greater coordination between international officer of host university and international
program officers of other AJCU-EAOQ universities so that the students are prepared for
the experience.

There shouid be a predeparture orientation. The host should also be prepared for
students who will join the program and should thus be sent student profiles.

¢. Hosting should be rotated among participating universities. 't should NOT ONLY BE
AN EXPERIENCE IN SERVICE LEARNING but AN INTERNATIONALIZATION
experience as well. They should not only lgarn about poverty and service but also
about cultural differences and sensitivity. Thus activities should include cultural
exposure.

Ideally,, the program should move around the AJCU-EAQ countries.
Each university should allecate funds to subsidize the participation of their students in
this program.

I will try to put together a photo slide show of photos | took during my overnight stay. | will use
the yousendit facility.

Have a safe trip Fr. Ben.
Tonette




